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Labor Day Celebrated 
With Expressions of 
Hope for Future Unity 


Contrary to the custom of former years, Labor 
Day was celebrated by the American Federation of 
Labor unions of San Francisco without a parade. 
Instead, the Golden Gate International Exposition 
was taken over by the unions, with a program of 
speechmaking in the afternoon in Festival Hall, 
and dances in two of the Fair’s largest halls in 
the evening. 

Governor Culbert L. Olson was the principal 
speaker at the afternoon’s ceremonies, with John 
F, Shelley, president of the San Francisco Labor 
Council, as chairman. Mayor Angelo J. Rossi also 
was one of the speakers, and delivered a well-pre- 
pared and timely address. 

In introducing the speakers, Shelley spoke of the 
differences between the factions of the labor move- 
ment, and spoke hopefully of the inevitable settle- 
ment of the quarrel between the organizations 
and expressed the hope that all labor unions would 
some day be reunited under the same banner. He 
warned that war might be seized upon by certain 
labor-hating groups as a means of routing union 
forces. 

Mayor Rossi Speaks 

Mayor Rossi praised the American Federation of 
Labor, which, he said, holds the respect of the 
American people, and at the same time attacked 
“subversive influences, radical and un-American 
leaders, and outright communists.” He urged con- 
ferences as a means of eliminating labor strife. 

He minced no words in donouncing aliens who 
endeavored to introduce their subversive doctrines 
into free America, and urged unity of labor to fight 
the common peril. He said in part: 

“The American Federation of Labor has earned 
and holds the sincere approval and respect of the 
American people. 

“So, as we meet on magic Treasure Island, 
created by the hands of labor, it is truly fitting 
that this day—Labor Day—has been dedicated to 
the loyalty, the energy, the ability, the skill and 
spirit of all loyal Americans. 

“It seems commonplace to say we are living in 
the greatest land in the world. Commonplace, be- 
cause we see about us war and the threat of war, 
because we see labor and capital alike drafted to 
destroy life. 

“Yes, we should give thanks to Almighty God 
that we are Americans. Pray God we may remain 
out of war. Pray God that all Americans back 
our President in his struggle to keep us out of 
war. 

“And you men and women of labor, celebrat- 
ing today the rights given you by the Constitution 
—rights for which you have fought down through 
the years; rights which have made labor today a 
strong and respected force in our national life— 
you men and women must be doubly proud that 
you are Americans. 

“We should operate in our labor differences just 
as we operate in our own lives. We have had trou- 
bles before. We have gone through the mill. We 
have adjusted our differences with our spirit un- 
broken. For God’s sake, let us learn from the past. 

“Let us sit down in family conferences rather 


than in bitterness and hate, with its only reward— 
economic disaster, loss of payrolls, suffering of our 
women and children. 

“Let us therefore carry on in a ‘live and let 
live’ spirit, so that San Francisco may be the 
leader of the parade of all great American cities 
for better understanding and the fulfillment of a 
better life.” 

Olson Reviews His Policies 

The war and California’s duty to labor formed 
the burden of Governor Olson’s speech. As for 
the European conflict, Olson declared a civilized 
approach to the solution of problems would mean 
co-operation instead of war. He reviewed the aims 
of his administration, which, he said, include a 
realistic treatment of the unemployment problem, 
legislation to implement labor’s rights, laws to aid 
farmers against “an industrial feudalism resting 
on the backs of peons.” 

The governor said he proposes social security 
legislation, the widest application of public owner- 
ship in water and power operations, reorganiza- 
tions of state government for efficiency and econo- 
my and tax reforms. 

Attacking the State Senate as an undemocratic 
institution, “subversive of honest, efficient govern- 
ment,” he declared for the abolition of the Senate 
and the substitution of a unicameral Legislature. 

Olson said he would soon call on labor and on 
progressive farmers, business and professional men 
to help promulgate his program through a refer- 
endum. 

In war, Olson said, “it would be mostly the 
workers who would be called upon to face the 
guns.” 

“Whether we are drawn into another war or 
not, as I view it, hope for America depends less 
and less upon the captains of finance, more and 
more upon the organized workers and farmers; 
less and less upon capital, more and more upon 
labor.” 

Bridges in the Limelight 

The Congress of Industrial Organizations unions 
held a separate celebration of the day, comprising 
a parade up Market street to the Civic Center. 
From a platform erected in front of the City Hall 
Governor Olson and Harry Bridges addressed the 
assemblage. 

Governor Olson delivered the same speech 
which he later gave at the A.F.L. gathering on 
Treasure Island. Mayor Rossi also was on the 
platform, but made no address. 

The governor was followed by Harry Bridges, 
who appears to have been the chief attraction at 
the C.I.O. gathering. The ovation given him ex- 
ceeded that given to Governor Olson. Bridges 
said: 

“We have demonstrated today that labor is on 
the road to its rightful place in the industrial, eco- 
nomic and political affairs of the nation. 

“Despite certain differences, we know that basi- 
cally the objectives of labor unions are the same, 
and that eventually we will all agree together. 

“Tf war comes to the United States, we should 
remember that we have no quarrel with the people 
of Germany. If trade unions in Germany had not 
been liquidated, the mad dog of Europe would 
have hesitated before he started his present blood 
purge.” 

Senator John F. Shelley and various labor lead- 
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Asks German Workers 
To Refuse Support to 
War Program of Nazis 


In a ringing appeal to German labor, President 
William Green of the American Federation of 
Labor called upon the German workers to refuse 
to support war preparations and the “war drive 
now being made by their nazi leaders.” 

President Green’s appeal was designed to reach 
the German workers through the International 
Federation of Trade Unions, and was addressed 
to I.F.T.U. General Secretary W. Schevenels in 
Paris. 

Green said “it seems inconceivable that the 
German workers would give support to the war 
preparations and the war drive which is now being 
made by their nazi leaders.” 

: Abhorrence for War 

“Working people in the United States cannot 
help but believe that the masses of the workers 
of the German nation think as the workers do in 
other nations throughout the world,” he continued. 

“We abhor war and protest against it. We insist 
and demand that differences between nations be 
settled in a peaceful way through conferences and 
consultation, 

“In the interest of peace and in order to prevent 
the slaughtering of working men and women in a 
cruel, ruthless war, I supplement the appeal made 
by the representatives of the British workers to 
the German working men and women to join with 
us in protesting against war and in opposition to 
the threat of war. 

World-Wide Appeal 

“We appeal to the heart and conscience of all 
working men and women throughout the world 
to mobilize their moral influence and support in 
opposition to the threatened war in Europe. 

“I am taking the liberty of transmitting this 
appeal through you, the official representative of 
the International Federation of Trade Unions, 
with the hope that the voice of labor may be heard 
and its influence felt in all the efforts which are 
being put forth to avert international catastrophe.” 

aS Sees 


Belgian Labor Protests 


Reports that citizens of Danzig have been im- 
prisoned by the Nazi authorities of the city and 
handed over to the German government, which 
has executed them at Berlin, has aroused strong 
indignation among Belgian workers, says a Brus- 
sels dispatch. 

The Belgian National Trade Union Center holds 
that the action of the nazis is a brutal violation 
of international law and leads to the conclusion 
that the dictators are overreaching themselves in 
barbarism and brutality. 

Not only do the nazis not tolerate any freedom 
of opinion, they also strike down all who do not 
serve them slavishly, and they do not hesitate to 
extend their criminal activity to other countries, 
says the center, which recently declared: 

“The Belgian National Center protests with the 
utmost resolution against this crime. It appeals 
to public opinion in Belgium, and ealls upon it to 
express, jointly with itself, its horror at this in- 
human cruelty.” 
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ers also were on the platform and listened to the 
broadcast of the Ogden speech of C.I.O. chief 
John L. Lewis. 

In Oakland C.I.O. unionists marched along 
Broadway and swung into Lakeside Park to listen 
to addresses by local leaders. 

The Oakland celebration was jointly arranged 
by the Alameda and Contra Costa County C.I.O. 
unions. 


Green Makes Suggestion to Hitler 

President William Green of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, in his Labor Day address at 
Duluth, Minn., challenged Chancellor Adolf Hit- 
ler to submit the question of peace or war to a 
secret vote of the German people. 

Green devoted a large section of his Labor Day 
address to the European situation. 

Green said that the American people were pray- 
ing for world peace and insisting that America 
shall not become involved, and that the European 
example had assured greater determination to 
preserve democracy at home. 

“At this moment we in America are gravely appre- 
hensive over the developments which have taken 
place in the war already begun in Europe,” Green 
said. “We cannot comprehend the horror, death 
and destruction which modern warfare will inflict 
upon those who live within war zones. 

“Our study and analysis of all available facts and 
information lead to the conviction that there is no 
justification for the mad course which Dictator 
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Hitler and his cohorts have followed. All the 
differences which have arisen should be settled 
through the utilization of the instrumentalities of 
peace rather than those of war. 

“We cannot believe that the working people 
of Germany favor war. Their bodies and their 
lives will be sacrificed on the field of battle. They 
will be called upon to kill other workers whose 
interests are common and who live and think 
much as they do. And what for? Merely to satisfy 
the lust and longing of a mad ruler for power. 

“We challenge Herr Hitler to submit the issue 
of war or peace to the people of Germany for their 
decision through a secret vote. The responsibility 
for it all must rest with Hitler. Apparently the 
people who must suffer and die will have nothing 
to say. They must blindly serve as a part of the 
great war machine.” 


Lewis Is Pessimistic 


In a Labor Day address at Ogden, Utah, John 
L. Lewis, president of the Congress of Industrial 
Organizations, condemned war as “the device of 
the politically despairing and intellectually sterile 
statesmen,” continuing: 

“Labor in America wants no war nor any part 
of war. Labor wants the right to work and live 
—not the privilege of dying by gunshot or poison 
gas to sustain the mental errors of current states- 
men. 


“During the last fortnight our country has been 
subjected to an overdose of war propaganda. Pat- 
ently an attempt is being made to create the illu- 
sion that when war breaks in Europe the United 
States in some mysterious fashion will forthwith 
be involved. Such a concept is, of course, a monu- 
mental deception and amounts to a betrayal of 
national interest. 


“The country is being told of the statesmen and 
national leaders who are spending sleepless nights 
in worry over the European situation. 


“In every way how much better it would be if 
the same statesmen would spend a few sleepless 
nights in devising a way for one-fourth of Ameri- 
ca’s workers to get jobs at a wage that would 
keep them alive?” 

Lewis criticized the Roosevelt administration’s 
reciprocal trade policy as a “delusion and a snare,” 
and said that instead of trying to invade European 
or Asiatic markets this country should concen- 
trate its trade efforts on Central and South Ameri- 
can countries, which, he asserted, can absorb all 
our excess commodities if the problem is ap- 
proached with “intelligence and modern methods.” 

Declaring there are ten to thirteen million unem- 
ployed in the United States, Lewis listed these 
basic economic problems: Unemployment, hope- 
lessness of the youth, helplessness of the aged, sub- 
mergence of the farmers. 
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National League in 
Defense of Democracy 


Matthew Woll, president of the League for 
Human Rights, Freedom and Democracy, an- 
nounced from the league headquarters, 570 Lex- 
ington avenue, New York City, that the following 
would serve as officers of the league: William 
Green, honorary president; David Dubinsky, vice- 
president; Hon. Jeremiah T. Mahoney, treasurer; 
Edward F. Mc@rady, secretary; Chester M. 
Wright, director of public relations, and Charles 
E. Handy, executive secretary. 

Stressing the importance of the league program, 
and the need for immediate action, Woll said: 

“It is not necessary to look abroad for open and 
concerted attacks against democracy, freedom and 
human rights. Right at home the House commit- 
tee investigating un-American and subversive ac- 
tivities has given us startling and supporting evi- 
dence of a well-organized anti-Semitic campaign, 
incident to a general attack on democratic prin- 
ciples within the United States. 

“The La Follette Senate committee has pro- 
duced damning testimony of flagrant violations of 
the rights to freedom of speech, assembly and 
liberty. These are direct attacks against the very 
foundation of our democracy. They must call for 
an immediate and national counter-attack by all 
the forces at the command of democracy. 

“Through the League for Human Rights, Free- 
dom and Democracy we propose to mobilize every 
center of organized labor throughout the nation 
in defense of these human rights we so fortunately 
enjoy and possess. We propose an offensive cam- 
paign of all labor with the co-operation of all peo- 
ple imbued with the necessity of the preservation 
of democracy against all who would supplant our 
freedom with the hatred of race and class. 


“Our task is not only of importance to organ- 
ized labor. Our nation will rise or fall by our 
defense of or our neglect of the preservation of 
our rights. Any attack allowed to go unanswered 
and undefeated upon any part of our nation is an 
attack against the whole nation. We must answer 
all attacks with strong, well-organized counter- 
attacks in defense of our human rights, natural 
and constitutional. The rights that we now enjoy 
we must preserve and extend.” 


Headquarters of the league are located at 609 
Carpenters’ building, Washington, D. C., and at 
570 Lexington avenue, New York City. 
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Central Council Picnic 


With early reports of ticket sales already ex- 
ceeding 2000, it was predicted by Allen Spivock, 
president of the Central Council of Civic Clubs, 
that attendance at the annual picnic on Sunday. 
September 17, at New Portola Park, will reach 
the record-breaking figure of 5000. Emmet Walt, 
general chairman, announces that among the 
greatest array of special features ever arranged 
for a picnic are: 

Greased pig contest, Italian organ grinder and 
raonkey, jitterbug contest, turtle race, archery 
contest and baseball game in the morning. There 
will also be the usual dancing, races for children 
and amusement games for all. Buses have been 
provided for those desiring such transportation. 

Each of the forty-five clubs affiliated with the 
Central Council has joined in making one grand 
picnic to raise funds to carry on the civic improve- 
ment work of the Council. 
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Final Decision on 
Picketing Ordinance 


(“Open Forum”) 

Reaffirming its decision declaring unconstitu- 
tional the major provisions of the Los Angeles 
anti-picketing ordinance, the appellate department 
of the Los Angeles Superior Court, through 
Judges Hartley Shaw and B, Rey Schauer, has 
denied a petition for rehearing filed by the city 
attorney’s office urging the court to reconsider its 
earlier opinion, 

By denying a rehearing the court’s decision be- 
came final. The only recourse which either the 
city attorney’s office or the Southern Californians, 
Inc., now has is a possible appeal directly to the 
Supreme Court of the United States. That such an 
appeal will be taken is not anticipated. 

Application of Common Law 


In denying rehearing the court said: 

Gas respondent (the city attorney’s office) 
urges that there is no common law right to picket, 
even peacefully, and hence the ordinance in ques- 
tion does not deprive would-be picketers of any 
right they would otherwise have, and apparently 
this is deemed to furnish a reason why a discrimi- 
nation, even though arbitrary and unreasonable, 
may be made in the ordinance without subject- 
ing it to objection on that ground, We are some- 
what at a loss to know what is meant by the state- 
ment that there is no common law right to picket 
in California. Certainly, in the absence of legisla- 
tive prohibition or judicial restraint, any person 
may use the public streets and other public places 
for walking or patrolling to and fro, or for stand- 
ing, sitting or remaining, in front of any place of 
business, or doing any of the other acts compre- 
hended within the definition of picketing given in 
this ordinance, or may, if the term ‘picketing’ is 
used in the broader sense adverted to in Judge 
Schauer’s concurring opinion, use his picketing as 
a means of uttering, conveying or publishing an 
idea, and no act of legislation is needed to confer 
upon him the right to do so. We are, of course, 
not referring to possible violations by persons so 
picketing of laws directed at other sorts of con- 
duct. But were it otherwise, a legislative act 
which undertakes to confer a privilege on any 
class of citizens is subject to Section 21, Article I, 
of our state constitution (which prohibits the 
granting of special privileges), quoted in our opin- 
ion, and also to the fourteenth amendment (which 
guarantees ‘due process of law,’ including free- 
dom of speech and freedom of the press). 

Majority Rule Fundamental 

“We are also reminded by respondent that ma- 
jority rule is a fundamental tenet of our constitu- 
tional system. This may be so, but it is not 
universally applicable. As suggested in Judge 
Schauer’s concurring opinion, the bill of rights 
has numerous provisions whose purpose and effect 
is to prevent a majority from imposing their will 
on a minority in matters deemed of sufficient 
importance to justify such protection. Our atten- 
tion is further called to various other purposes 
for which a majority classification has been used. 
When a matter of classification is involved the 
question is not, Is the classification valid for any 
or some purposes? but Is it valid for the particu- 
lar purpose for which it is used? The general use 
of a majority vote as the means of determining 
ordinary elections, or its adoption for selection of 
a bargaining agent for the employees in a busi- 
ness, or its use by a labor union in determining 
whether to strike, all of which have been referred 
to, may be proper enough for the purposes there 
in hand, but it does not follow that the same cri- 
terion may be used for the quite different purposes 
of this ordinance. In our opinion, it has no ra- 
tional relation to those purposes.” 

This decision of the Appellate Court brings to 
an end in the California courts the challenge by 
a “united front” of labor and liberal organiza- 
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tions to the central features of the ordinance. 
Represented by the law firm of Gallagher, Wirin 
& Johnson, the Congress of Industral Organiza- 
tions, Labor’s Non-Partisan League, and the 
American Civil Liberties Union co-operated in the 
cases. 


In the meantime, further test cases to deter- 
mine the constitutionality of the remaining por- 
tions of the ordinance were heard before Munici- 
pal Court Judge R. Morgan Galbreth, and an 
appeal has been taken to the Appellate Depart- 
ment of the Superior. Court. 
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SACRAMENTO COUNTY AUTOS 
Sacramento County had a total motor vehicle 
registration of 62,201 at the end of the first six 
months of this year, reports the California State 
Automobile Association. This figure included 53,- 
816 passenger automobiles, 4939 trucks, 3154 trail- 
ers, and 292 motorcycles. 


“Independent” Workers 


The Independent Newspaper Employees’ Union, 
with five southern California persons comprising 
its board of directors, filed articles of incorpora- 
tion in Sacramento Monday last. 

The union, its principal office in Los Angeles, 
will “deal with the employer or employers of its 
members concerning grievances, labor disputes, 
wages, rates of pay, hours of employment and con- 
ditions of employment.” 

Directors listed were John C. Lawlor, Verl 
Smith, Jr., Joseph F, Niosi and Mary Jean Bell, 
all of Los Angeles, and Frank M. McLaughlin of 
Santa Monica. 

———_ > 


Mailer Notes 


By UBROY C. SMITH 

It may be of interest to the membership to learn 
that Thomas Martin, president of the M.T.D.U., 
is to assist a committee of St. Louis Mailers’ 
Union in its efforts to negotiate a new contract 
with the World Color plant of that city. Du Bois, 
president of the St. Louis union, is foreman of the 
World Color shop, and has been prominently iden- 
tified with the Roberts forces of the St. Louis 
union, 

The Chicago “Herald and Examiner” has sus- 
pended publication and will be merged with the 
“Evening American.” Before the “Herald and 
Examiner” merger in 1918 the old “Herald” had 
absorbed three papers—the “Times,” the ‘“Rec- 
ord” and the “Inter Ocean.” 

The Independent party of the I.T.U. has an- 
nounced its ticket for major I.T.U. offices as fol- 
lows: President, Claude M, Baker; first vice- 
president, John J. Buckley of New York; second 
vice-president, Thomas A. Holland, Vancouver, 
B. C.; secretary-treasurer, John J. Conley. 

J. E. (Jack) Cornelson, assistant foreman of 
the “Chronicle,” in company with his family, has 
gone on a two weeks’ vacation on auto tours of 
the Bay cities and other burgs adjacent thereto. 
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Changes Made in Law 
On Car Registration 


Among the various changes enacted in motor 
vehicle laws at the last session of the Legisla- 
ture, and effective September 19, are several relat- 
ing to automobile registration and license plate 
regulations, reports the California State Automo- 
bile Association. Some of the principal measures 
in this group were listed by the motorists’ organ- 
ization as follows: 

An amendment to the registration law permits 
the display of a facsimile of the registration cer- 
tificate in the driver’s compartment of a vehicle 
instead of the original certificate. This change is 
designed to permit fleet operators and others to 
retain the original certificates on file in their of- 
fices for reference or safekeeping. 

In the event both license plates are lost or 
stolen a new provision of the law requires that 
the Department of Motor Vehicles shall issue two 
new plates of a different number than the missing 
ones, instead of duplicates of the missing plates, 
as has been the practice. This will relieve the 
motorist of being stopped by officers to whom 
the missing plate numbers have been reported. 

As a means of preventing the superficial repair 
and operation of a car which has been sold as 
junk, another amendment provides for issuance of 
a “certificate of junk” for such cars and they can 
not be reregistered and operated again until in- 
spected by the Department of Motor Vehicles and 
found to be in safe mechanical condition. 

Whenever the legal owner of a motor vehicle 
assigns his interest to another the registration 
certificate must accompany the ownership certifi- 
cate. Heretofore only the latter certificate has 
been required. 


Admission Day 


Tomorrow all California will celebrate the eighty- 
ninth anniversary of the admission of the state 
into the Union, with elaborate programs in many 
of the principal cities. 

San Francisco, as host city for the Native Sons 
and Daughters of the Golden West, will begin 
Admission Day observances with a parade from 
the Civic Center down Market street at 10:30 a. m. 
There will be open house all day in the San Fran- 
cisco and California buildings at the Fair, 

Starting at 8 o’clock Friday night, Stanford Par- 
lor of the Native Sons will hold a reception and 
ball in the California building ballroom. 

The working class movement, to be most ef- 
fective, must be conducted by the workers them- 
selves.—Samuel Gompers, 
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War Is Here! 


From now on you will have to fight communism 
alone. Hitler will not help on that job another 
lick. He promised Joe Stalin that he would quit 
saying nasty things about communists for ten 
years. 

Anyhow, you perhaps need not worry so much 
about the Comintern, because Joe has also joined 
the anti-Comintern. Which will take the strain off 
your conscience for a while. 


And don’t let yourself get messed up with any 
compunctions about conscience, or anything like 
that. This thing of killing communism is inter- 
national, you know. And from now on out of 
here there is no ethical standard whatever in inter- 
national affairs. That was shown at Munich; as 
it had been shown in Spain. It has long been 
demonstrated in Germany and Italy and was an- 
nounced years ago at Moscow as a sine qua non 
(that means, “without which nothing”). 

And don’t try to be consistent. That is only for 
little men and nations. You need not even be 
logical. Yes, yes—the French are logical—that is 
what they were at Munich. And see where it got 
them. You are at liberty to try to beat this inter- 
national anarchy, if you are so disposed. 

=e 


Even Uncle Sam Has His Troubles 


In Europe the sword of Damocles hangs over 
the neck of Poland. Lebens-Raum—‘“room to live 
in”’—is the battle cry of Hitler. And he is a 
bachelor. A year ago England was dreading the 
over-night howl of the sirens warning of the 
nazi bombers. Now, she is coolly calculating on 
the chances of her food-ships escaping the stabs 
of nazi submarines, 


France’s Maginot Line of fortifications is 
paralleled by the German Siegfried battlements. 
Italy is practicing her defenses against a French 
approach over the Alps. Spanish Franco hails the 
new nazi-communist pact as another cornerstone 
in the encircling wall about the democracies. 

European neighbors glare at each other across 
rivers and mountain chains. They are calculating 
how to regain sections of their respective back 
yards taken from them by the Versailles treaty. 
Whose chickens may be in those back yards now 
is another question. 


And America is not free from the war mania. 
A new secession movement is on. New England 
has been attacked at her most vital point, and 
that is the spot at which the turkey gets the axe. 

An invasion of state rights and gubernatorial 
prerogatives has crept stealthily from the Pennsyl- 
vania avenue White House. President Roosevelt 
has presumed to misplace the Pilgrim accent on a 
people’s gratitude. 

From Texas to Maine the rebellion is on. 
Descendants of Pilgrim Fathers in the Far West, 


and of Pilgrim Mothers in the Deep South, are 
resenting this interference with the right to life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of plum pudding on that 
sacred day, the last Thursday in November. 
Truly, it is a year of Mars, the planet of war; 
and confusion is reigning all around the world. 
ee ee 


Communist Inconsistency 

It may be quite in line with the activities of the 
Communist party to switch from one policy to 
another altogether inconsistent with the previous 
one and that the excuse of expediency be pleaded 
for the change. But there seems to be no logical 
reason for the attitude of the party, either in Rus- 
sia or this country, on the subject of the treaties 
recently signed between Stalin and Hitler. At 
least this seems to be the opinion of the Socialist 
party, which hitherto has maintained an attitude 
of tolerance with the “red” brothers. 


The Socialist party national executive commit- 
tee, meeting in New York last week, bitterly de- 
nounced the trade and non-aggression pacts be- 
tween nazi Germany and soviet Russia. The agree- 
ments, the committee said, are “in fact an eco- 
nomic alliance to aid aggression” and the “crassest 
sort of power politics.” 

“We denounce Stalin’s pacts as an alliance with 
Hitler’s brutality,’ said a statement issued by 
Travers Clement, national secretary of the party. 


“We denounce them as a piece of hypocrisy, as an 
example of double standards unmatched in history. 
The same Communist party that demands in the 
capitalist United States a government boycott on 
all trade with Germany supports active aid by the 
government of the U.S.S.R., which has absolute 
control of trade, to Germany. 


“The same Communist party which shouts for 
democracy as against fascism supports, partly by 
misrepresentation, Stalin’s deal with Hitler in 
which the Russian people were no more consulted 
than were the German. Thus are democracy and 
socialism betrayed in the home of their self-styled 
friends.” 

See Sey ee 


Railroad Safety Jeopardized? 


Railroads for some time have been cutting down 
on maintenance costs. Recent wrecks are begin- 
ning to reflect inadequate equipment, especially 
where high speed, streamlined trains are operated, 
it is feared. : 

Wrecks are bad news for public, workers and 
the railroads themselves. 

For a number of years American railroads have 
made fine records for safety in carrying passen- 
gers and have greatly reduced accidents that kill 
or hurt employees. Last year the carriers set a 
safety record based on man-hours of work for 
fatalities to employees. 

They can’t keep up the good work if they let 
equipment deteriorate or fail to keep pace with 
faster trains. 

The part of wisdom for the railroads is to 
strain every resource to keep equipment up to 
standards which have brought such good results 
in the past. 

Se 


Dictatorship and Terrorism 

The nazi-soviet trade and non-aggression agree- 
ment is making many Americans see that com: 
munism and nazi-fascism have much in common. 

Both systems, as one radical writer is frank 
enough to admit, “have followed the same po- 
litical pattern, a vast and highly centralized one- 
party dictatorship, reducing every aspect of so- 
ciety to its sway.” 

“Tt is beginning to dawn on those able to face 
facts,” he further says, “that fascism and Rus- 
sian communism are more alike than unlike, and 
their likeness is increasing day by day.” 

The man in the street who lumps naziism and 
communism together is coming pretty close to the 
truth, after all. 


Relief Expenditures and W.P.A. 


Reduction in work relief effected by the Federal 
Emergency Relief Appropriation Act of 1939 are 
expected to bring about a noticeable increase in 
the relief rolls of local governments within the 
next few months, a survey by the International 
City Managers’ Association shows. The survey 
included ten cities, ranging in population from 
10,000 to about 300,000, and representative of vari- 
ous regions of the country. 


Although officials of several of these cities ex- 
pressed the opinion that a number of the workers 
laid off by the W.P.A. under the eighteen months’ 
furlough provision of the act would not seek mu- 
nicipal relief, statements by most of them indi- 
cated that it would be only a matter of weeks 
until the cities would have to support all those not 
reassigned to work projects. 


Between 15 and 20 per cent of all those em- 
ployed on federal work relief projects were laid 
off by August 20, average figures for the ten cities 
indicated. In most of the cities about as many 
more were due for discharge by September 1 un- 
der the terms of the act. 


In eight of the cities from 25 to 100 per cent of 
those laid off had already applied for direct relief 
by August 20. In the two other cities, where ap- 
plications were few, officials said that those laid 
off were living on savings or on their final pay 
checks, or had not sought relief because they 
knew the city as yet had no arrangement for ac- 
cepting them. 

The further assignment of Work Projects Ad- 
ministration workers on the basis of relative indi- 
vidual needs, under the provisions of the 1939 act, 
should keep local direct relief costs from increas- 
ing as much as they otherwise would, the associa- 
tion said. On the other hand, in some northern 
cities the reduction in the W.P.A. wage scale un- 
der the 1939 act will make it necessary for the 
municipal governments to spend more for relief. 

In additon, the requirement of a 25 per cent 
local contribution to a W.P.A. project, together 
with the new limit on federal contribution of ma- 
terial, will result in either fewer projects or higher 
costs to the cities. Another cause of local diffi- 
culties is the curtailment of the Public Works 
Administration, reducing employment on public 
works as present projects are completed. 

ee 
LABOR MUST BACK UP PRESS 
(“‘Bakers’ Journal’’) 

The power of the press is realized only too well 
by the enemies of progressive trade unionism to- 
day, and the subsidized press which appears in 
solid array in every dispute is an evidence that 
they take advantage of it. 

The workingmen to a great extent have been 
blind to this great power, and as a result have 
failed to succeed. They must brush the scales from 
their eyes and see the situation just as it is. They 
must see that they have papers that will speak 
for them in times of trouble and will educate at 
all times. To have such a friend he must be sup- 
ported. The labor editor should receive the active 
aid of every laboring man to the end that he may 
be strong to battle for the right. 

Every workingman should make it part of his 
duty to uphold, as much as it lies in his power, 
the local labor papers. Big capital knows the 
power of the press and supports it liberally. In 
return they represent all social phenomena in a 
light which is favorable to their prerogatives. 

ee 
JURISDICTIONAL DISPUTES 

The executive board of the International Union 
of Operating Engineers, meeting in New York, 
heard an appeal by Edward J. Harding, managing 
director of the Associated General Contractors of 
America, for co-operation between employers and 
workers for the revival of the building industry. 
Elimination of jurisdictional disputes is an essen- 
tial factor of such co-operation, Harding said, 
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That Soviet-Nazi Pact 
(1. L. N.S.) % 

American communists are singing mighty low 
these days. No longer do they split the welkin 
with praises of Soviet Russia as defender of de- 
mocracy, freedom and light. Comrade Stalin has 
knocked the props right out of the argument that 
Soviet Russia is friend of democracy and foe of 
naziism. 

The soviet-nazi trade and non-aggression agree- 
ment did the trick and is taking a lot of the brash- 
ness out of communists here. They try hard to 
defend the soviet-nazi pact, but it is plain their 
hearts are not in the job and that they are finding 
the going very rough. They could probably argue 
more convincingly on the thesis that the moon is 


made of green cheese. 
* * 


Effects of the trade and non-aggression agree- 
ment on American communists was shown at the 
annual parade of the American League for Peace 
and Democracy, a communist “front organization.” 
The parade was held in New York City, strong- 
hold of the Stalinists. Last year, it is said, 15,000 
to 20,000 marched. This year about 4000 were in 
line, the New York “Times” reports. 

At a rally after the parade speakers alternated 
between a defense of the pact as a blow at Ger- 
many and Italy and a confession that they were 
“confused” as to its ultimate significance. Chances 
are they won’t be long confused as to its meaning. 
The rest of the world is not confused. It knows 
the pact for what it is—a blow at the democratic 
nations. x * & 


In all truth, the agreement must have been a 
tremendous shock to the communist rank and file. 
Leaders may not have been so much surprised, as 
they are fully aware of Comrade Stalin’s capacity 
for duplicity. 

In recent years the communists have based their 
tactics and whole policy on the idea of an in- 
evitable war between nazi Germany and soviet 
Russia. So they gave up their program of revolu- 
tion, for a time, and sought to woo American 
favor with every device of propaganda. The aim 
was American support for Russia in the event of 
war with Germany. Former extremist measures 
and the ultimate program of communism were 
played down and specific reform measures advo- 
cated by the “new deal’ and others were favored. 
Democracy, the antithesis of communism, was ex- 
tolled to the skies. Even support of the hitherto 
hated church was sought. 

* * 

Now comes Dictator Stalin shaking hands with 
Dictator Hitler and promising not to join any war 
on the nazis! Years of communist effort to appear 
devoted to democracy apparently have been wasted 
effort, if Russia and Germany are to become 
chums. Sincere communists must be exceedingly 
peeved. “Here we have been acting like good little 
boys, when we might have been raising hell and 
bringing the revolution,” many must say. No 
wonder they are “confused.” 

* * & 

So far the communists have been doing a good 
job of making themselves ridiculous by their de- 
fense of the soviet-nazi pact. The more they talk, 
the weaker their arguments appear. Their labored 
explanations fail to convince but add to the gaiety 
of nations. And any gaiety is welcome in this time 
of world trouble. 

—————— 


Annual Building Wage 


Working out of a program to pay building 
trades workers on an annual income basis instead 
of a daily wage basis was advocated by Mayor 
LaGuardia in addressing the New York State 
Conference of the Bricklayers, Masons and Plas- 
terers’ International Union. 

The mayor admitted that no solution of the 
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problem of an annual income in the building 
trades had been found, and went on to say: 

“T don’t know how it will be worked out, unless 
there is a pooling of all builders and contractors, 
with some system of insurance to guarantee con- 
tinued and sustained employment, The problem is 
not easy, but we have solved more difficult ones, 
and I believe that before long some formula will 
be found for continued and sustained employment 
for workers in the building trades.” 

The mayor declared the failure of Congress to 
approve President Roosevelt’s housing program 
was “a big mistake,” for which Congress would 
have to answer to the American people. 

“This program didn’t end by the ill-advised 
action of Congress,” he declared. “It is going to 
be renewed in January and I’m as sure it will be 
approved in January as I am that there will be a 
congressional election next year.” 

LaGuardia deplored the loss of time and the 
added cost of “jurisdictional disputes” and urged 
that a way be found to prevent them. He also 
recommended that an agreemet be made on wage 
scales at the beginning of a construction job, to be 
maintained until completion, He pointed out that 
this plan had been followed on the Red Hook 
housing project and others in the New York area. 

Following his address, George Marty, president 
of the State Federation of Labor, said a standard 
rate of wages was the most vital principle in the 
trade union movement. 

See 


Rich Gold Mine Sold for Beer 


The Rev. A. G. Manefield recently told in a 
lecture in Sydney, Australia, how a rich Austra- 
lian gold mine was bartered for a few bottles of 
beer. 

A few years ago a car carrying two prospectors 
and a few bottles of Swan bitter ale arrived at 
what is now known as the Swan Bitter Gold Mine, 
in Western Australia. The two owners of the mine 
had grown tired of working it without reward and 
agreed to exchange it for the beer. 

The transfer was registered and the newcomers 
tunneled in the opposite direction to their prede- 
cessors, soon striking a rich vein. The mine has 
since produced thousands of dollars’ worth of gold. 


“End Labor Rift” 


In a Labor Day statement, President William 
Green of the American Federation of Labor urged 
co-operation by all to solve the nation’s pressing 
problems and asked an end of disunion in the 
labor movement. 

“We urge every element in the nation’s economic 
life,” he said, “to join together in the coming year 
and try to solve our problems in a spirit of toler- 
ance and reason. Something must be done about 
unemployment and business stagnation. 

“Constructive action can be achieved if all sides 
will agree to let bygones be bygones and forget 
past hates in the emergency of present needs. The 
American Federation of Labor is ready to work 
with government, with industry and with the farm- 
ers in that spirit toward, the common good. 

“And in the same spirit of tolerance and reason 
the American Federation of Labor appeals again 
for labor unity. Dualism only begets hatred and 
weakness. We urge every organization in the dual 
movement to come back home and take its rightful 
place in the democratic home of labor without pen- 
alty or discrimination of any kind. The door is 
open.” 

President Green also said that the American 
Federation of Labor had made considerable gains 
in membership since Labor Day, 1938, and is now 
stronger than at any previous point in history. 
He pointed out that “hatred, intolerance, force and 
autocracy” menace the world, and said that the 
workers of America appeal to the workers of 
Europe to let their leaders know in unmistakable 
terms that they do not want war. 
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World Labor Movement 


(LL. N.S.) ee 

Despite losses caused by fascist and nazi con- 
quests of democratic nations and the consequent 
suppression of their labor movements, and by 
generally unfavorable economic and other condi- 
tions, the International Federation of Trade 
Unions has made marked progress in the last three 
years. 

This was plainly shown by a report submitted 
to the eighth congress of the Federation held re- 
cently at Zurich, Switzerland. The report, giving a 
detailed account of the development of the 
I.F.T.U. since the London congress of 1936, re- 
veals that membership has risen over these three 
years from thirteen to nearly twenty millions. 

Losses have been experienced during this period 
through the disappearance of Spain and Czecho- 
slovakia as active national organizations, but the 
LF.T.U. still has today a membership which was 


only surpassed in the early post-war years. 
Pe oe} 


Following the affiliation of Norway in January, 
1936, and that of Mexico at the London Congress 
itself, the United States rejoined in 1937 and New 
Zealand came in in 1938. 

Today the I.F.T.U. consists of twenty-three 
large and active national organizations, in the 
Argentine, Belgium, Canada, Denmark, the Dutch 
East Indies, Estonia, Finland, France, Great 
Britain, Holland, Hungary, India, Luxemburg, 
Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Palestine, Poland, 
Rumania, Sweden, Switzerland, the United States 
and Yugoslavia. 

In recent years, the I.F.T.U. has thus developed 
in the direction of an “international” rather than 
a “European” organization, although the Euro- 
pean trade union movement still provides the 
backbone of the whole International. 

* * * 

What is remarkable in the recent development 
is that only about half of the millions increase in 
numbers is due to new affiliations, the other half 
being due to the steady increase in the member- 
ship of the European national organization. 

Leaving on one side the special position in 
France, where the movement increased its mem-. 
bership from about 1,300,000 at the beginning of : 
1936 to nearly five millions by the middle of 1937 
(since when the expected decline has brought the 
figure down to something under four million), 
Great Britain and the Scandinavian countries have 
recorded a constant expansion. 

The British Trades Union Congress, with its 
membership of almost five millions, is the largest 
national body in the I.F.T.U. today, and Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden together have increased their 
membership from about 1,400,000 in 1936 to more 
than 1,700,000 (of which almost 900,000 is ac- 
counted for by Sweden). 

* * * 

The I.F.T.U.’s report emphasizes that this 
steady development in the European trade union 
movement provides a good guarantee that the trade 
unions will be able to put up a better resistance 
than was possible a few years ago, should a de- 
cline in trade or even a slump set in again. 

The bulletin of the I.F.T.U. says that the Fed- 
eration is seen to be a powerful world organiza- 
tion of the labor movement, and its congress has 
every claim to be called the World Parliament of 
Labor, a comment which seems justified by the 
gains reported to the Zurich meeting. 

oe 
CIGAR MAKERS SIGN TAMPA SHOPS 

A two-year union shop agreement has been 
signed between the Cigar Makers’ International 
Union and all the large cigar shops in Tampa, 
Fla., with the exception of the Hava-Tampa Cigar 
Company, President R. E. Van Horn of the 


C.M.I.U. announced in Washington. The Tampa 
members of the C.M.I.U. voted overwhelmingly 
in favor of the agreement. 
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The Purchase of Union-Labeled Goods and Its Relation to Recovery 


I. M. ORNBURN, Secretary-Treasurer Union Label Trades Department, American Federation of Labor 


HERE are many “isms” adrift in the world 

today. Italy has her fascists, Germany has 
her nazis, Russia has its communists. The only 
“ism” of the American Federation of Labor is 
Americanism. 


The American Federation of Labor practices the 
same. principles that were advocated by our 
colonial forefathers. In the same manner that they 
won political liberty, over four million members of 
the American Federation of Labor can obtain 
economic freedom for all men and women work- 
ers in America. 


Collective action by the thirteen colonies, 1776, 
won political independence for our beloved coun- 
try. Through a federation of states with the 
slogan, “In union there is strength,” four million 
people. brought forth on this continent what is 
now the greatest nation on earth. 


The Declaration of Independence stated, “All 
men are created equal and endowed with certain 
inalienable rights. Among these are life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness.” Now, note care- 
fully these words, “To secure these rights govern- 
ments are instituted among men deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed.” That 
is representative democracy. It is collective bar- 
gaining. It resulted in the United States of 
America. 

Bona fide labor unions are also democratic in- 
stitutions that elect representatives of their own 
choosing to obtain industrial justice through col- 
lective bargaining. 


Fundamental Rights of Democracy 

The American Federation of Labor is carrying 
these fundamental rights of democracy into our 
economic system. We hope to do this in a peace- 

. ful manner through collective and co-operative 
action with the leaders of industry. 

Organized labor does accept its obligation to 
manufacturers and merchandisers of “fair” prod- 
ucts. We promise to buy the products and use 
the services of those certain industries which are 
unionized. 


Buying collectively of union label products and 
patronizing of union services are constantly urged 
upon members of labor unions, their families and 
friends, by the Union Label Trades Department 
of the American Federation of Labor. They are 
the only means of maintaining the labor stand- 
ards that have been established through collective 
bargaining. 

The Union Label is the emblem used to des- 
ignate the products which are made by unionized 
industries. The shop card and service button are 
the emblems of union services. Workers should 
reciprocate with “fair” employers in buying only 
products of unionized industry. The A.F.L. union 
label and industrial exhibitions recently held in 
Cincinnati and San Francisco are outstanding ex- 
amples of “labor's effort to secure for ‘fair’ em- 
ployers our vast union market.” 


But if business expects to be relieved of high 
taxes and governmental control it must take up 
the slack of unemployment. Industrialists should 
co-operate with leaders of labor and find a way to 
absorb the millions of idle men. 


The American Labor movement believes it can 
be done by shortening hours and thus giving work- 
ers an equitable share in the gains made by new 
inventions of labor-saving devices. Surely there 
must be enough leadership in the business and 
labor spheres to work out our common problems 
without the aid of politicians. 


Labor desires protective laws and social security 
legislation. We wish to define the place where 
labor unions leaves off and the state begins. We 
do not question the fact that political authority 
ought to do something about bettering economic 


conditions, but what it should do and how far it 
should go is the real problem. 

The experience of our union brothers in some 
European countries should teach us that once the 
government succeeds in dominating the economic 
field it finds little difficulty in extending its control 
to every human endeavor. 


Machinery Displaces Workers 

It is more important now for the American peo- 
ple to buy union label products than it has been 
in any other period of our history. Industry has 
taken advantage of new machinery which is dis- 
placing millions of workers. These men who are 
discharged will never again find work in-the same 
industries, unless the hours of the day or week 
are shortened to take up the slack caused by this 
modern trend. Shorter hours is the only remedy 
and it is one method of creating more jobs ad- 
vocated by the American Federation of Labor. 
With the shorter work-day or the shorter work- 
week more Americans will obtain employment. 
This in turn will create greater purchasing power. 
More purchases mean more goods will have to 
be produced and more jobs will be created in 
allied industries such as agriculture, mining, trans- 
portation and merchandising. This is the best 
solution. It is the logical program of organized 
labor. It will not only increase employment of 
idle workers but it will make it possible for work- 
ers now employed to be more secure in their 
present positions. Americans should give this 
straightforward program a real trial because it will 
reduce taxation necessary to raise the huge funds 
now required to take care of relief and payrolls 
artificially created by federal projects. 

Labor unions are the greatest bulwarks for the 
security’ of American labor standards. Through 
collective bargaining agreements and economic ac- 
tion workers can obtain better and more perma- 
nent results than can be obtained through legis- 
lative action. For example, allow me to cite the 
recent fight made in the United States Congress 
for the prevailing wage on all P.W.A. projects. 
It is vital and necessary that organized labor 
maintain its hourly wages for all union workers 
on federal construction in order to maintain these 
all-important labor standards on private construc- 
tion projects. If we leave such essential stand- 
ards as union wages and hours to politicians we 
shall not be certain, year after year, whether we 
maintain them or not. It was taken for granted 
that the compliance with the prevailing wage 
clause in the P.W.A. appropriation measures would 
remain in the law, but through some secret ar- 
rangement in an executive session of the commit- 
tee this all-important provision was struck out of 
the law by the last Congress. Thus, through poli- 
tical action, it seems to be that now we have it 
and then we don’t have it. What union workers 
desire is collective bargaining agreements with 
private industry which will permanently establish 
our wage standards and working hours without 
depending on personal whims and changing poli- 
cies of any administration or partisan group in 
Congress. : 

It is therefore more vital to workers now than 
ever before to join the unions of their respective 
crafts so that they can maintain the wages com- 
mensurate with their skill and experience and 
not have the wages of skilled craftsmen leveled 
to those of unskilled apprentices and inexperi- 
enced laborers. 


Unions Should Have Emblems 

In addition to joining a labor union, each worker 
should insist that his respective union have some 
emblem to designate his union services, and also a 
union label to guarantee to the consuming public 
that the products manufactured in his industry are 
union-made. We urge all labor unionists to insist 
that their unions adopt a union label, so that mem- 


bers, of all other labor unions, their families and 
friends, can buy back the products and use the 
services of only union workers. 

If we do not use this great collective buying 
power to insure fair manufacturers that we mean 
business when we ask them to display the union 
label we shall be unable to maintain the high labor 
standards. established through collective bargain- 
ing agreements between labor unionists and union- 
ized employers. 

There are certain well-meaning reformers who 
vision. broader industrial horizons and higher alti- 
tudes in our economic system. Those who oppose 
these visionaries are termed reactionaries. 


I am an American first, and I believe the most 
radical action in politics can be obtained through 
the fundamental principles to be found in our Dec- 
laration.of Independence and our Constitution of 
the United States. 


-I also believe that the best conditions for the 
workers of America will be found in the principles 
advocated by Samuel Gompers and those who 
founded the American Federation of Labor. 


“When ‘governmental agencies establish wages 
they are not as high as collective bargaining wages 
of labor-unions. Working hours: fixed by govern- 
mental agencies are longer than those established 
by labor unions. Another unfavorable aspect of 
governmental decree is that a minimum wage law 
may establish a maximum wage and the hours 
established by governmental statutes may become 
the minimum of working hours. 

At iast the-women members of labor unionists’ 
families and their friends play a vital part in ob- 
taining higher wages, shorter hours and better 
working conditions for American Labor. The 
wives, ‘mothers, sisters, daughters and friends of 
organized. workers have found in collective buy- 
ing’ a weapon which can be made as effective as 
collective bargaining. Individually, each woman 
can do her part by spending union-earned money 
only for union, label goods and union services. 
Rut, collectively, the psychological effect will be 
more powerfully felt if each woman joins her 
respective auxiliary in the American Federation of 
Women’s auxiliaries of labor. 


Women’s Auxiliaries Can Aid Greatly 

The idea of a federation of women’s auxiliaries 
is the same idea that was in the minds of labor 
leaders in 1881 when they organized the American 
Federation of Labor. Then the philosophy was 
that a tinion is much stronger than one member; 
a group of unions is proportionately stronger than 
any unit; a federation of all labor unions can 
speak and act more effectively for wage earners 
than can any one of the isolated groups. 


These splendid American women are regarded 
as the most influential and good-will buying force 
that was ever organized. They form an army of 
union label crusaders which has greatly increased 
the demand for union label, union-made and 
“Made in America” products and union services. 
They have spread the gospel of the union label 
from home to home throughout America. 


For the purpose of informing consumers who 
desire to purchase union-made merchandise we 
recently issued our 1939 Union Label Catalogue- 
Directory. This buyers’ guide contains the list of 
manufacturers of union label products. 

We have found that it is necessary to make a 
nominal charge for this catalogue-directory, but 
to the first thousand persons who make a request 
for a copy, we shall. mail one free. Simply ad- 


dress the Union Label, American Federation of 
Labor, Washington, D. C. 

The main objective of our 1939 Union Label 
Catalogue-Directory is to deliver, the union market 
to those “fair” manufacturers and merchandisers 
who recognize the right of workers to orgamize 
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and bargain collectively with their employers. It 
is our purpose to reward these “fair” business 
establishments for their loyalty to the American 
Federation of Labor by urging all members of 
labor unions, their families and friends to demand 
only union label products. 


Another great benefit of this catalogue-direc- 
tory is to educate all consumers to recognize 
union-made goods by their brand names. When 
union label boosters learn to identify certain prod- 
ucts by their trade-marks as well as by the dis- 
play of the union label each union labor crusader 
becomes an oral advertising agent for union label 
products and union services. 


Concerted union label-buying action is the best 
possible insurance of permanent jobs, higher 
wages, shorter hours, and better working condi- 
tions. It will create purchasing power derived 
from the payrolls of private industry and thus 
reduce the federal taxes required for relief and 
governmental projects. 


Through the creation of greater purchasing 
power there will be a greater demand for the 
products of American farmers as well as the goods 
of manufacturers. 


Union Label As Aid to Recovery 


In general, an intensive union label-buying cam- 
paign will speed recovery and will be the quickest 
means through which America can return to last- 
ing and permanent economic security. 


Permit me to appeal to American consumers by 
asking two questions. How can America recover 
from these periodical depressions if all consumers 
do not buy the products of our own American 
industries? And, how can Americans sustain mass 
purchasing power if consumers do not buy mer- 
chandise that is made under American labor union 
standards? The answer to these questions is 
“they cannot.” It is impossible for America to 
have any degree of prosperity if consumers con- 
tinue to buy foreign-made and other unfair prod- 
ucts made in sweatshops where wages are so low 
that the workers are unable to sustain themselves 
with the necessities of life—to say nothing of the 
comforts and luxuries that may be purchased by 
workers with the prevailing wages established in 
every community by the American Federation of 
Labor. We cannot expect American and union- 
ized industries to continue to pay standard union 
wages if American consumers do not buy the 
goods which are manufactured in these industries. 
Americans—especially union men and women— 
must consume the products of our own unionized 
manufacturers or they will have to go out of busi- 
ness. I plead with all consumers to realize these 
fundamental facts and urge them before buying 
any product to demand that it is union-made and 
also when they use any service to demand that the 
employees are unionized. 

I prophesy that when industry becomes com- 
pletely unionized the mass purchasing power will 
be sufficient to absorb the maximum of our mass 
production. I shall also predict that as soon as 
American consumers become union _label-con- 
scious America will return to the greatest era of 
prosperity it has ever known. 


eS 
Social Security Board Plans 
To Expand Field Service 


With the date for the payment of monthly old- 
age insurance benefits advanced to 1940, the So- 
cial Security Board announced this week that it 
is completing the program for expanding its field 
service to take care of the increased number of 
claims for old-age and survivors’ insurance pay- 
ments. The board expects to add about 100 field 
offices and 200 branch offices as soon as prac- 
ticable to the already-existing 332 units throughout 
the nation, 

“Selection of communities for the new offices,” 
said John J. Corson, director of the board’s Bu- 
reau of Old-Age Insurance, “is being determined. 


These offices will be so placed as to give the great- 
est possible service to the public, particularly to 
workers and employers covered by the old-age and 
survivors’ insurance provisions of the Social Se- 
curity Act.” 

He added that the wage-earner population of a 
community and its geographical position are fac- 
tors which will be taken into consideration in the 
determination of location of field offices. 

“This expansion in the field service is neces- 
sary,” Director Corson said, “to take care of a 
possible maximum of about 900,000 benefit claims 
of various types, with approximate value of $114,- 
000,000, which may be filed in 1940.” 

The field offices, Corson said, will be supple- 
mented by an “itinerant” service extended to ap- 
proximately 700 smaller towns, making a total 
of more than 1000 points of contact at which the 
board’s representatives may be consulted. Most 
of the “itinerant” service will be handled by men 
in charge of branch offices. They will visit de- 


signated towns at stated intervals. 
————_@oe_____ 


Federation of Teachers 
Local 61, W.P.A. Section 
While the headlines scream of war in Europe we 
turn to scan the history of our Teachers’ Union 


‘in England, now sixty-nine years old. Unlike the 


American Federation, they do strike, and have a 
“war chest” of $8,000,000. What do they do with 
it? To quote their own words, “... we do not have 
to use it, because we have achieved those things 
which we want. Every year we give away money 
to... things of interest to education, because we 
feel that we are popularizing education if we are 
associated with such things. 

“For instance, we gave $15,000 to the children 
of Spain. The French teachers are looking after 
these children in France ... we have just given 
$50,000 to London University to have the library 
built by the National Union of Teachers.” 


Yet, neither the strength of the Labor party 
nor the well-organized Workers’ Education Asso- 
ciation have been able to keep England out of a 
war whore burdens will fall most heavily upon the 
workers. 


We who have been engaged in adult education 
are deeply concerned that we may be able to assist 
in making clear to the men and women of the 
United States the folly of becoming embroiled in 
war.are instead of spending our resources upon 
the many things which go to better the living 
conditions of our citizens. Classes in consumers’ 
co-operatives, public affairs, labor economics, home 
economics and public speaking have a new signi- 
ficance in these troubled days. 

Any union which will furnish a meeting place 
for a class, has ten or more members who will 
attend regularly, and will apply at Tuxedo 5161, 
may have a teacher. Ask for a union one. 

GRACE LEONARD, Publicity Committee. 


Merced Laborers’ Union 
Wins Higher Wage Rate 


That perseverance wins is an adage whose valid- 
ity is verified by the members of Laborers’ Local 
Union No. 995, American Federation of Labor 
affiliate, says A.F.L. News Service. 

For more than eighteen months the union has 
tried to persuade state authorities to recognize 
the union scale of 62% cents an hour as the pre- 
vailing wage for construction in Merced County. 
The rate recognized by the state was 60 cents an 
hour. State officials did not see their way clear 
to grant the request. 

Recently, however, a state inspector visited 
Merced to survey the situation. Union officials 
piloted the inspector to a number of jobs to show 
him that the union scale was the prevailing rate. 
The inspector’s visioning capacity became accen- 
tuated. Result: From now on the scale is 62% 
cents an hour. 

——__@___...._. 
NAMED BARGAINING AGENCY 

The N.L.R.B. has certified the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union as exclusive 
bargaining agency for approximately 860 em- 
ployees at four Michigan plants of the Alpena 
Garment Company, Inc. 


——— 
INVISIBLE GLASS 
Curved glass that does away with shop window 
reflections is no longer a novelty. But when the 
American Chemical Society meets in Boston this 
month it will hear of a new “invisible” glass. This 
one is not curved but coated with material that 
increases the transmission of light. When spec- 
tacles are so coated the nuisance of reflection is 
ended. So with store windows, mirrors, automo- 
bile windshields and showcases. 
SSS eee, 
The union label is a better sign of quality than 
all the advertising ballyhoo of unfair goods. 
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. Run o’ the Hook. 


By FRED E. HOLDERBY 
President San Francisco Typographical Union 

Al Rapelji of Bellingham, Wash., was shaking 
hands with friends in San Francisco this week and 
taking in the Exposition. Mr. Rapelji last worked 
in this city in 1912 and for a number of years was 
connected with the old Fresno “Evening Herald.” 

“Scotty” Moir, who underwent an operation, is 
again back at work at the Phillips & Van Orden 
chapel. 

Nicholas DiPietro, I.T.U. delegate to the 
American Federation of Labor and also a member 
of the laws committee at the recent I.T.U. con- 
vention in Fort Worth, spent a few days in San 
Francisco over the week-end. 

Thomas J. Gethins, a member of the creden- 
tials committee at Fort Worth, was another 
visitor at headquarters. He spent Tuesday and 
Wednesday in the city and took in the Exposition 
while here. 

Ed Palmer of the “Examiner” chapel is at 
Peralta Hospital in Oakland, where he went last 
Friday for an operation. Last reports say he will 
be confined for at least three weeks. 

Emma Tolin, another “Examiner” operator, is 
taking a week off while entertaining relatives who 
are visiting her. 

The Independent party last week at Fort Worth 
renominated Claude M. Baker to succeed himself 
as president of the I.T.U. According to the Los 
Angeles “Citizen” other officers nominated were 
as follows: John J. Buckley, New York, first 
vice-president; Thomas A. Holland, Vancouver, 
B. C., second vice-president; John J. Conley, Fort 
Worth, now second vice-president, was named a 
candidate for secretary. Candidates for Home 
trustees are F, L. Pferdesteller, Sloan Springfield 
and George Ballinger; Home agent, William J. 
Cantwell; auditor, P. D. Lyon; delegates to the 
American Federation of Labor convention, Henry 
E. Clemens, Nicholas M. DiPietro, Paul E. V. 
Muret, Glenn L. Mitchell and Harry Wicks. 

Francis G. Barrett, International first vice- 
president, arrived in the city on Tuesday and will 
remain for an indefinite time visiting friends and 
attending the Exposition. 

Artie Thompson of the Federal chapel and Hoyt 
Ramey of Norton’s the past week deserted the 
Benedicts. Ramey and Miss Dorothy Toffanelli 
were wed on Friday, September 1, and Thompson 
took unto himself a bride on Saturday. 

All of our delegates to the Fort Worth conven- 
tion have returned home. G, E. Mitchell, Jr., was 
the first to return, followed by Harold Krueger 
and W. P. Davis. O. J. Schimke did not return 
until Wednesday. 

C. -W. Abbott and wife are taking an extended 
vacation, a card arriving at headquarters Tues- 
day from the New York Exposition. Abbott ex- 
pects to return in time for the State Federation 
convention, to which he is a delegate from No. 21. 


Golf News—By J. W. C. 
The Golf Association has set the 24th of Septem- 


ber as the date for the next tournament, and the 
oe ee ee Ss 
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course chosen is the Sonoma Mission Inn, located 
in the beautiful Valley of the Moon, in Sonoma 
County. Several members of the association have 
played over the Sonoma course and all are high 
in their praise of not only the course but the ideal 
surroundings, the hospitable Sonoma Inn, located 
on the course, and the wonderful weather that 
usually prevails in the valley in the month of 
September. It behooves all members of the asso- 
ciation to make their plans to be present on this 
day; and play this course, as it is a championship 
layout and a worthy test of golf. Plan to bring 


the family, as there are many facilities for their 


entertainment and enjoyment at Sonoma Inn. An- 
nouncements and entry blanks will be in the mail 
soon, so make your plans now to be present. 

Chips and putts from our last tourney: The re- 
classification of all the association members more 
than met the approval of the membership. It pro- 
vides a more equitable distribution of prizes and 
allows those higher handicap men to compete on 
more even terms with the lower bracketed men. 
Proof of the pudding lies in the fact that prize 
winners in Class C were members who had par- 
ticipated in practically all of the tourneys to date, 
and with one exception none had ever won a 
prize. The same holds good for Class B... 
and these lower bracketed men are the ones who 
really make the association tick. With L. L. 
Sheveland, Percy Crebassa, Fred Leach and Gale 
Welchon, all job men, as officers of the associa- 
tion, we can expect at future tourneys every job 
man out that has ever played golf, as these four 
men cover the town like a rug... all are well 
known and popular and will see to it that the 
association will get plenty of publicity in the 
commercial end. 

Our Chicago guest, Joe Larson, and Charlie 
Russell are getting in plenty of golf on their stay 
in the Bay area... the past week has seen them 
play all the courses around the Bay ... Louie 
Henno of the “News” played host Wednesday at 
Harding . . . Lincoln Park was played Thurs- 
day and Tilden and Chabot over the week-end. 
Both are high in their praise of all the Bay area 
courses and both expressed their pleasure at being 
present at our anniversary party ... Joe leaves on 
Wednesday for Los Angeles, the southland, and 
then home to Chicago, and promised the writer 
last Sunday night that nothing could keep him 
away from the Bay area next year... he'll be 
back with bells on ... to be present at our second 
birthday party. 

Crocker-Union turned out en masse to the anni- 
versary party ... not only the members of the 
association were present but employees from all 
of their departments were there to participate in 
the guest flight, and most of them stayed for the 
dinner. 

The association’s thanks are extended to Gale 
Welchon, Larry Ullo, Ray Moore and Walter 
Herbert of Crocker’s for their wonderful work in 
assisting the committee in putting this affair over. 

Read your Labor Clarion and keep up with the 
news of the Union Printers’ Golf Association .. . 
Sonoma Mission Inn it is, boys, so get in your 
reservations. 


“News” Chapel Notes—By L. L. Heagney 


Nothing sensational, just the usual run of every- | 


day life occupied members between war-scare edi- 
tions the last few weeks . . . for instance, there 
was Harry Beach showing us a letter from Danzig 
telling how other nations were picking on Ger- 
many. And Ken Karuse took unto himself a bride 
and departed on a honeymoon; all good fortune, 
Ken. Mr. and Mrs. Eddie Porter returned from a 
month spent in the Middle West. Gene Davies 
brought his family back from three weeks in 
the Sierra. Jack Spann, Merg salesman, is sub- 
bing while a minor depression grips the lino 
game. Chester Beers dived into the pool and arose 
in a golden shower feeling so fit he hitched up 
the chariot and scampered away. Frank Vaughn 


‘port of the union. 
ducted to which the printers are invited and which 


has improved so greatly he has hopes of getting 
back into harness. Chairman Abbott and his wife 
are leisurely wending their way toward New York 
via Boulder Dam, Grand Canyon, Washington, 
and points here and there. No one knew where 
Harvey Bell started for but when the golf returns 
came in it was found he was competing on the 
Del Monte course. Delegates Davis and Krueger 
may be home when this appears in print, though 
one may surmise from perusal of the proceedings 
there were other things than the weather torrid 
in Forth Worth. Rabbi Henno, turning secretive, 
declined to divulge his vacation spot, but an ice 
cream suit and a heavy coat of tan indicated a 
sunny clime. Mr. and Mrs. Dick Smith made 
good use of a three-week sojourn in Yellowstone. 
Margaret Cecil turned down a fortnight’s stretch 
while she basked in a warmer spot than San Fran- 
cisco in August. Johnny Dow got to Kansas City 
on his annual, then fished in Oregon a week to 
rest up. Clarence Bossler is again tickling the 
keys after an operation. Eddie O’Rourke bought 
a home in San Leandro following disposal of his 
place here. Linn White and Carey Liggett still 
are under the weather, following operations. Mrs. 
Rickard, away a month, is expected to heave in 
sight shortly. Two months were all Neal Hen- 
derson could afford in the way of a vacation, but 
he hopes to make it permanent when the 30- 
every-Thursday comes. 
Sa a ee 


Woman’s Auxiliary to No. 21 


By MRS. MYRTLE L. SADLER 

An echo from the recent I.T.U. convention, held 
at Fort Worth, Texas, came by way of a visit 
from Thomas J. Gethins, delegate from Boston, 
Mass., who also is chairman of the executive com- 
mittee of No. 13, and an old friend of your cor- 
respondent and her husband, with whom he spent 
Tuesday and Wednesday of this week. 

Mr. Gethins is no stranger in San Francisco, 
having visited us when he was a delegate to Long 
Beach, Calif., in 1932. 

He tells your correspondent that he was so 
royally treated on that occasion by the officers and 
members of No. 21 that he could not resist the 
urge to call on us again and pay his respects, as 
well as attend the World’s Fair at Treasure Island. 
While here he talked over the convention’s doings 


‘and undoings as well as comparing notes on con- 
‘ditions and ways of doing things East and West. 


Mr. Gethins is unattached in so far as the poli- 
tical factions in the I.T.U. and its numerous locals 
are concerned. He puts thumbs down on politics, 
saying they have no place in the conduct of the 
affairs of the International and the membership. 

Mr. Gethins stated that Boston Woman’s Aux- 
iliary, one of the largest, has been quite active in 
union label affairs in his city and has the full sup- 
Many social affairs are con- 


tend to a closer bond of friendship among mem- 
bers of the printing crafts. He also remarked on 
the wonderful progress the W.I.A. has made both 


‘in added membership and from a financial stand- 
point, according to reports of officers to the last 
‘convention, 


A card has been received from our secretary, 


‘Louise A. Abbott, from Chattanooga, Tenn., stat- 


ing they were having a splendid time on their 
trip, with plenty of hot weather, and that a little 
San Francisco climate would be welcome. They 
were on their way to Washington, D. C., then to 
New York for the World’s Fair, but did not state 
when they would return home. 

Mrs. Marian C. Schimke, whose husband was a 
delegate from San Francisco Typographical Union 
No. 21 to the Fort Worth convention, reports ‘he 
is returning by the way of Kansas City, where he 
planned spending a few days visiting his parents 
and friends. 

The label committee has been meeting regularly 

(Continued on Page Nine) 
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Wife of Local Baker 
Was on Ill-Fated Ship 


The European war already has brought a re- 
flection of its horrors to San Francisco. One of 
the passengers on the ill-fated liner Athenia, which 
was sunk by a German submarine off the Irish 
coast early last Monday, was the wife of a mem- 
ber of the local Bakers’ Union. She was Mrs. 
Margaret Buchan, who was returning from a 
visit with relative in Scotland. 

Although her name has not appeared in any of 
the casualty lists, her husband, James Buchan, is 
almost overcome by anxiety and is hoping against 
hope that she may have escaped death. His fel- 
low workers also are hoping and praying that the 
grim reaper may have passed her by. 

There is a ray of hope in the fact that the sur- 
vivors of the catastrophe were picked up by sev- 
eral vessels destined for widely separated ports 
and that her name may yet appear in the lists of 
survivors. 

STOCKTON PENCIL WORKERS STRIKE 

Approximately 215 members of Pencil Material 
Workers’ Local Union No. 20298, American Fed- 
eration of Labor affiliate in Stockton, have struck 
against the low-wage policy of the California 
Cedar Products Company and the Gulf Red Cedar 
Company. Union officials said the local asked the 
employers to raise the wage scale in the lower 
brackets. The union demanded an increase from 
50 to 60 cents an hour for men and from 37% to 
45 cents an hour for women. The management 
of both the companies “flatly refused to in any 
way consider even the slightest improvement in 
our deplorably low wage scale,” a union spokes- 
man said. 

cea, 


Placements in Private Industry 


In July Reach New All-Time Peak 


Placements in private industry during July 
reached a new all-time high for that month, the 
Social Security Board has announced, continuing 
the marked improvement in job opportunity in re- 
cent months reflected in operations of public em- 
ployment offices throughout the country. Further 
declines in the number of persons seeking work 
brought the active file of public employment 
offices to the lowest point reported since January, 
1938, 

Preliminary reports show a total of 213,029 
placements made with private employers during 
the month, Although the July total declined some- 
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what from June, as is normal during the summer 
months, it was 36 per cent higher than in July, 
1938. 

Placements in public employment showed a 
slight increase, with 72,882 jobs filled, being 2 per 
cent more than the number reported a year ago. 
In addition to these placements, 121,270 supple- 
mental placements were made. These represent 
vacancies filled in which the employment office 
played a major part but did not handle all the 
steps in bringing the worker and the job together. 

The improvement in job placements over July 
of the previous year was general throughout the 
country, with gains in both total and private place- 
ments reported from every geographic area. 

a 


SHEEP SHEARERS JOIN BUTCHERS 

The Sheep Shearers’ Union of North America, 
American Federation of Labor affiliate, in conven- 
tion in Butte, Mont., voted to become a depart- 
ment of the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen of North America, also an 
A.F.L. affiliate. A. E. Evans, president of the 
union, presided. Among the speakers was Presi- 
dent Patrick E, Gorman of the Butcher Workmen. 
The convention removed lamb and mutton from 
the unfair list. It also called off a fifteen-month- 
old strike relative to labeling sacks of clipped wool. 

Se eee 


COOKS’ UNION ELECTS DELEGATES 


Cooks’ Union No. 44 elected the following dele- 
gates to the coming convention of the California 
State Federation of Labor: C. T. McDonough, 
Rene Battaglini, G. Patran, J. Moore, Max Bank- 
ert and John Bernhard. Seven hundred and seven 
votes were cast. 


e252 a 
Woman’s Auxiliary to No. 21 


(Continued from Page Eight) 
and has plans laid for an active drive to make San 
Francisco “label conscious.” The ladies of this 
committee are extremely active and “live wires” 
and should receive the support of all our members. 


Other committees have been holding regular 
sessions and the members have accepted their 
duties with enthusiasm, which augurs well for the 
place we will take among auxiliaries of the Bay 
area. The entertainment committee has about 
completed arrangements for refreshments to be 
provided at our next meeting, Tuesday, Septem- 
ber 19, to which all members of the Typographical 
Union are invited. “Hoot,” of the “Call-Bulletin” 
and his marvelous epicureans, are hereby notified 
that very few of his European delicacies will be 
provided, but that good old substantial American 
food in ample quantities will be served, and they 
better show up and “do their stuff.” 


“Cameron” 
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Unemployment Greater 
In July Than in June 


Unemployment in July was higher than in June, 
the American Federation of Labor and the Na- 
tional Industrial Conference Board, an employers’ 
organization, agreed in reports on the job situa- 
tion. Totals as estimated by the two organizations 
were different, the A.F.L. figures being higher. 

“After reaching a peak at the end of June,” the 
A.F.L. said, “industrial activity remained at about 
the same level through July. Since there was no 
industrial expansion this year, a number of indus- 
tries felt the effect of the summer dull period. 

Building Jobs Gain 

“The building industry was in contrast to others. 
With the steady increase in home building through 
F.H.A. insured mortgages, together with increased 
activity in other private building lines, employ- 
ment continued to rise in July. In construction 
and roads, 44,000 were added to payrolls. The rail- 
roads also increased employment, adding 9000. 

“On the whole, however, summer lay-offs ex- 
ceeded gains and there was a toal employment de- 
cline of nearly 150;000. Our estimate for all work- 
ers in the United States showed 10,560,000 out of 
work in July, compared to 10,363,000 in June. This 
compares with 11,274,000 in July last year. 

“Trade union members reporting for August 
show an employment gain, suggesting that indus- 
try is now increasing activity again, preparatory 
to a fall busy season.” 

Unemployment Trend Up 

The National Industrial Conference Board 
found that national unemployment rose 3.5 per 
cent in July, reversing a downward trend that 
began in February. The number of persons out 
of work increased from 9,528,000 in June to 9,- 
860,000 in July, according to the board. 


Total employment dropped from 45,052,000 in 
June to 44,774,000 in July, the board said. The 
largest losses were recorded in agriculture, manu- 
facturing and trade, distribution and finance. Gains 
were noted in construction, transportation and the 
service industries. 


The emergency labor force maintained by the 
federal government through the W.P.A., the 


C.C.C. and other agencies dropped from 2,894,000 
in June to 2,603,000 in July. This was the fifth 
consecutive monthly decline. 


William W. Hansen- - - - - - - - Manager 
Dan F. McLaughlin - - - - - - «+ President 
Geo J. Amussen - Secretary 
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.§. F. Labor Council 


Labor Council meets every ray, at 8 p. m. at 


Labor Temple, Sixteenth and streets. Secre- 
tary’s office and headquarters, oom 3205, Labor 
Temple. The Executive and Arbitration Committees 
meet every Monday at 7:30 p. m. Label Section 
meets first and third Wednesdays at 8 p. m. Head- 
quarters phone. MArket 6304. 


Synopsis of Minutes of Meeting Held Friday 
Evening, September 1, 1939 

Roll Call of Officers—President Shelley excused 
on account of sickness. 

Reading Minutes—Approved as printed in Labor 
Clarion, with correction as follows: In the matter 
of Swift & Co. a sub-committee of five reported 
their inability to accomplish anything and recom- 
mended that the firm of Swift & Co. be placed on 
the “We Don’t Patronize List” of the Council. 
Recommendation concurred in. 

Credentials—Street Carmen No. 1004, C. L. Good 
vice F. Paul; Coopers No. 65, M. P. Rawlings vice 
Sam Toussaint. 

Communications—liled: Minutes of San Fran- 
cisco Building and Construction Trades Council. 
San Diego Federated Trades Council, opposing 
the appointment of an anti-labor leader to a va- 
cancy in the Superior Court in that county. West- 
ern Federation of Butchers, acknowledging receipt 
of $550 for their strike fund. Photo Engravers 
No. 8, stating that they are sending under separate 
cover copy of program for their fortieth annual 


WE DON’T PATRONIZE LIST 


The concerns listed below are on the ‘‘We Don’t 

Patronize List”? of the San Francisco Labor 

Council. Members of Labor Unions and sympa- 

thizers are requested to cut this out and post it. 

American Distributing Company. 

Austin Studio, 833 Market. 

Becker Distributing Company. 

B & G Sandwich Shops. 

Beauty Shops at 133 Geary (except Isabelle 
Salon de Beaute). 

Curtis Publishing Co., publishers of ‘Saturday 
Evening Post,” “Ladies Home Journal,” 
“Country Gentleman.” 

Dial Radio Shop, 1955 Post. 

Drake Cleaners and Dyers. 

F. M. Rowles’ service stations at Tenth and Mis- 
sion, Tenth and Bryant, Twelfth and How- 
ard, Post and Larkin, Haight and Stanyan 
and San Jose and Alemany. 

Forderer Cornice Works, 269 Potrero. 

Ganson Manufacturing Company. 

Golden State Bakery, 1840 Polk. 

Goldstone Bros., manufacturers of overalls and 
workingmen’s clothing. 

Green Gate Tea Room. 

Hastings Clothing Stores. 

Howard Automobile Company. 

John Breuner Company. 

Kroehler Furniture Manufacturing Company. 

L. C. Smith Typewriter Company, 545 Market. 

MacFarlane Candy Stores. 

Magazines ‘‘Time” and “‘Life,’’ products of the 
unfair Donnelley firm. 

M. R. C. Roller Bearing Company, 550 Polk. 

National Beauty Salon, 207 Powell. 

Navlett Seed Company, 423 Market. 

O'Keefe-Merritt Stove Co. Products, Los An- 


geles. 

Pacific Label Company, 1150 Folsom. 

People’s Furniture Company. 

Purity Springs Water Company, 2050 Kearny. 

Remington-Rand Inc., 509 Market. 

Riggs Optical Company, Flood Building. 

Royal Typewriter Company, 153 Kearny. 

Serv-Well Grocery, 595 Ellis. 

Sherwin-Williams Paint Company. 

Speed-E Menu Service, 693 Mission. 

Standard Oil Company. 

Stanford University Hospital, Clay and Webster. 

Swift & Co. 

Underwood Typewriter Company, 531 Market. 

W. & J. Sloane. 

Woodstock Typewriter Company, 21 Second. 

Wooldridge Tractor Equipment Company, 
Sunnyvale, California. 

All non-union independent taxicabs. 

Barber Shops that do not display the shop card 
of the Journeymen Barbers’ Union are unfair. 

Beauty Shops that do not display the shop card 
of Hair Dressers and Cosmetologists’ Union 
No. 148-A are unfair. 

Cleaning establishments that do not display the 
shop card of Retail Cleaners’ Union, Local 
No. 93, are unfair. 


convention. Union Label Trades Department, 
stating Secretary I. M. Ornburn would speak over 
the Columbia Broadcasting Station on Labor Day. 
Canning Factory Employees’ Union of New Lon- 
don, Wis., requesting support and demand for 
Hamilton’s sauerkraut, which is 100 per cent 
union-made. Union Label Section of San Fran- 
cisco, requesting labor unions and their members 
to refrain from purchasing any of Swift & Co. 
products, which are unfair. 

Donations: The following are donations to the 
Butchers’ Strike Fund: Packers and Preserve 
Workers, $10; Bottlers 293, $100; Laundry Work- 
ers 26, $100; Chauffeurs 265, $100; Waiters and 
Dairy Lunchmen 30, $100; Bartenders 41, $100; 
Retail Department Store Employees 1100, $250. 

Referred to Executive Committee: General 
Warehousemen’s Union 860, requesting strike 
sanction against the firm of Payne’s Bolt Works, 
201 Main street. 

Requests Compiled With: Auto Mechanics, Lo- 
cal 1101, San Jose, Calif., requesting that the 
floor be granted to Brother Clarence Brooks, 
president of Palo Alto Typographical Union No. 
231 and Brother Marcus Schneller, member of 
Brewers’ Local No. 7, in order that they may ex- 
plain the stand taken by the Council. California 
State Federation of Labor, inclosing statement of 
Council’s prorated expense of headquarters in Sac- 
ramento in the amount of $134.06. San Francisco 
3uilding and Construction Trades Council, stating 
that Shumate’s Pharmacy had signed a union shop 
agreement with their Council. 

Referred to Organizing Committee: Office Em- 
ployees’ Union 21320, requesting the assistance of 
the organizing committee in organizing office em- 
ployees working in the dairy industry. 

Report of Executive Committee—In the matter 
o: the Photographers and Allied Crafts and their 
complaint against the Candid Camera Photo Serv- 
ice, this matter has been before the committee for 
several weeks and, although notified to appear, no 
One put in an appearance; your committee recom- 
mends that strike sanction be granted to this union 
to bring about an adjustment of the present dif- 
ferences. In the matter of the Leather and Pocket- 
book Workers 31, so that they may visit the 
unions to receive some financial assistance in their 
present strike against the Ganson Manufacturing 
Company; your committee recommends that cre- 
dentials be given to the union to help them in their 
present situation. Regarding the wage scale and 
agreement of Circular Distributors’ Union, Local 
BB-11, moved to indorse, subject to the indorse- 
ment of the International Union, and the matter 
be referred to the officers of the Council to assist 
in having the agreement negotiated. In the matter 
of the wage scale and agreement of Masters, 
Mates and Pilots No. 90, Brothers Peterson and 
May were present, representing the union, and 
explained the changes desired in their new agree- 
ment, to wit: $15 per month increase for mates; 
50 cents an hour additional for overtime for off- 
shore ships; $15 per month increase for steam 
schooners; 50 cents overtime and vacation; your 
committee recommends indorsement subject to 
the indorsement of the International Union, with 
the usual admonitions. In the matter of General 
Warehousemen’s Union, Local 860, requesting 
strike sanction against the Associated Wine Com- 
pany, 1122 Howard street, and the Moss Stores, 
621 Mission street; your committe recommends 
that negotiations be completed in both instances 
and referred to the officers to assist in every way 
possible. In the matter of Grocery Clerks No. 
648, requesting the Council to place the Progress 
Market on the “We Don’t Patronize List,’ and 
the Noe Valley Market, Mr. Cole was present 
representing the markets in question and Brother 
Hartshorn represented the union; after listening 
to both sides of the complaint and with the con- 
sent of all parties in interest, Mr. Cole was ad- 
vised to be given thirty days (to which he ac- 
quiesced) and he would then sign the agreement; 


ir. the event of this not being done the request of 
the union will be compiled with. In the matter of 
Building Service Employees’ Union, Local 14, re- 
questing strike sanction against Lloyd S. Harri- 
man, 41 Sutter street, the manager of numerous 
apartment houses in this city, Brother Dreyer was 
present representing the union; although notified 
to appear, Mr. Harriman failed to put in an ap- 
pearance; your committee recommends that strike 
sanction be granted. Report concurred in. 

Report of Law and Legislative Committee— 
Your committee recommends the indorsement of 
the following resolution in lieu of the resolution 
previously submitted by W. Holstrom and J. B. 
Nathan of Sign Painters’ Local 510: ‘Whereas, 
the advertising of the sale of alcoholic beverages 
furnishes employment to many members of organ- 
ized labor; and whereas, the sale of alcoholic bey- 
erages is now legal in the United States and in 
California, and there does not seem to be any 
valid reason for arbitrary rules and regulations 
concerning the advertising; therefore be it re- 
solved, That the San Francisco Labor Council, at 
its regular meeting September 1, 1939, go on rec- 
ord as opposing the rules and regulations now in 
force which tend to reduce the employment of 
many unions affiliated with the American Federa- 
tion of Labor and herein petitions the Board of 
Equalization to withdraw the harsh and undue 
regulations and restrictions now applicable to the 
sale of alcoholic beverages, and that copies of 
this resolution be forwarded to the governor, to 
all members of the Board of Equalization, and to 
the senator and assemblymen from the City and 
County of San Francisco. On motion the resolu- 
tion was adopted. 


Report of the Organizing Committee—Brother 
Norbeck, representing Office Employees 21320, 
appeared before the committee and asked for its 
help in organizing office employees. Committee 
recommends that the Milk Drivers and the Laun- 
dry Workers be invited to meet with the organ- 
izing committee Friday, September 15, at 7 p. m. 
Recommendation concurred in. 

Report of Labor Day Committee—Committee 
reported that the celebration will be held on Treas- 
ure Island, in Festival Hall, with literary exer- 
cises at 2 p. m., and in the evening:a grand ball 
will be held in Festival Hall and the California 
State Building. 

Report of Unions—Department Store Employ- 
ees 1100—Granat Bros. have signed new agree- 
ment; now 100 per cent union jewelry store; re- 
quest all when buying jewelry to patronize that 
store. Culinary Unions—Are negotiating a new 
agreement with hotel operators and are having 
some difficulty. Pocketbook Workers 31—Now on 
strike at Ganson Manufacturing Company. Butch- 
ers—Still on strike at Swift & Co.’s plants 
throughout the state; requested all to contribute 
financially as liberally as possible. Retail Shoe 
and Textile Salesmen 410—Hastings Clothing 
Store unfair to their organization; all are re- 
quested to refrain from patronizing any store not 
employing union clerks. Musicians—Will contri- 
but $100 to butchers’ strike; reported that many 
musicians had been removed from relief by gov- 
ernment edict. Lumber Clerks 2559—Will sup- 
port Clerks’ Union. Engineers 64—Requested all 
to co-operate in prosecuting the butchers’ strike 
in Swift plants in this district. 

Nominations for Vacancy on Executive Com- 
mittee—Martin Wormuth and William Speers 
were placed in nomination. Election ‘will be held 
on Friday evening, September 15, at the usual 
time. 

Moved that when we adjourn we do so out of 
respect to the memory of Dan Sullivan of Press- 
men’s Union of Sacramento. Carried. 

Moved that this Council investigate the feasi- 
bility of favoring the establishing of a labor re- 
search and legal bureau as a part of the Council 
and that it be referred to the executive commit- 
tee to report back two weeks from tonight; 
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amendment to refer the entire matter to the ex- 


ecutive committee for investigation and report. 
Amendment carried. 

Moved to adjourn for two weeks. Carried. 

Receipts, $1,106.60; expenses, $1257.95. 

Council adjourned out of respect to the memory 
of Brother Dan Sullivan of Sacramento. 

Fraternally submitted. 

JOHN A. O’CONNELL, Secretary. 


Communists and C.I.O. 
Join Hands on Politics 


By JOSEPH A. WISE (L.L.N.S.) 

John Fitzpatrick, who has been president of the 
Chicago Federation of Labor for the last thirty- 
five years, gave a statement to International Labor 
News Service in reference to the Chicago angle 
of the contest between the American Federation 
of Labor and the Congress of Industrial Organi- 
zations. 

“This is a political fight,” said Fitzpatrick. “It 
is not a contest over economic or industrial ques- 
tions. The communists, through their official party, 
and the C.I.O., through its so-called Labor’s Non- 
Partisan League, have joined hands to dominate 
the political field. It is the merest sophistry 
for the ‘reds’ to join with the C.I.O. in saying 
that their dominant interest is wages and hours 
and working conditions. 

“John L. Lewis came to Chicago and said he 
intended to make this a C.I.O. city. We who rep- 
resent the American Federation of Labor have had 
battle after battle with the communists in years 
gone by in the City of Chicago and the State of 
Illinois. We have been uniformly successful. Now 
we are confronted with the ‘red’ ‘boring from 
within’ tactics from another direction, We are not 
disposed to surrender. 

“The ‘reds’ have switched from atheism to ‘bor- 
ing from within’ the churches of various denomi- 
nations. Unfortunately, some high ecclesiastics 
have been ensnared. 

“We are happy to say, however, that we have 
received assurances from high ecclesiastical au- 
thorities that they will at least observe neutrality 
in this political contest which John L. Lewis and 
his C.I.O. and the ‘reds’ have staged in Chicago.” 

———— 


Restraining Order Dissolved 
By Superior Court Judge Griffin 


Superior Judge Griffin on Tuesday last dis- 
solved a temporary restraining order issued last 
Saturday against the International Association of 
Cleaning and Dyehouse Workers, Local 7, to pre- 
vent picketing of the Original Stores. 

The dispute was over wage, hour and working 
condition issues and not, as claimed by the com- 
pany, over “prices,” the hearing disclosed. Hear- 
ing on request for a permanent injunction has been 
set for next Monday before Superior Judge Fitz- 
patrick, 

—————— 
CAN’T DEFRAUD THE STATE 

One Hollywood actor found that attempts to 
defraud the state unemployment insurance fund 
were not profitable, according to a report by the 
Division of Unemployment Compensation from 
the Hollywood department of employment office. 
The report said that a conviction had been ob- 
tained in court against tke actor on the grounds 
that he had certified over a period of fourteen 
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weeks that he had been without employment, had 
drawn compensation for that period, and actually 
had been working. The actor was sentenced to 
pay a fine of $30, at $5 per month, and to return 
$153 to the fund at the rate of $10 per month. 
On the other hand, the compensation section re- 
ceived a certified check from a Long Beach man 
for $210, with the notation that the money had 
been “wrongfully paid” to the claimant. 
aS eS 
OREGON GOVERNOR BACKS LABEL 
Governor Charles A. Sprague of Oregon has 
issued a statement at Salem directing attention to 
the union label, shop card and button, in connec- 
tion with the Union Label Week sponsored by the 
Oregon State Federation of Labor. The governor 
said in part: “I am requested to call Union Label 
Week to public attention, which I am pleased to 
do. The public has a responsibility in making its 
purchases to support those employers who do 
maintain wholesome relations with their em- 
ployees, and the union label can be respected as 
proof of quality of workmanship and of good 
plant conditions.” 
a gee 
WALNUT INDUSTRY EXEMPTION 
Wage-Hour Administrator Andrews announces 
from Washington that the California, Oregon and 
Washington “English walnut” industry has estab- 
lished a prima facie case for a seasonal partial 
exemption from the hours provisions of the wage- 
hour law. Unless objection is filed, Andrews says, 
he will issue an order permitting the industry to 
work its employees up to twelve hours per day 
and fifty-six hours per week for a period of not 
more than fourteen work-weeks per year. The ex- 
emption was asked by the California Walnut 
Growers’ Association and the North Pacific Nut 
Growers’ Co-operative. 
ee ee 


Vocational Education 


H. C. Carrasco, state labor commissioner, will 
deliver a radio talk on Station KSFO, San Fran- 
cisco, at 9:15 a. m. September 9 on the subject, 


“Vocational Education.” 


This talk will be one of a series of addresses 
before labor and civic bodies and radio talks the 
state labor commissioner is delivering as a portion 
of his program of informing the public on labor 
matters. These talks and addresses by the com- 
missioner cover vital labor subjects involved in 
the work of labor law enforcement and, while they 
emphasize the legal aspects of the subjects, they 
also aim to cover in brief form historical and other 
features necessary to form succinct yet informa- 
tive and interesting discussions. 

The scheduled talk will be delivered under the 
auspices of the Samuel Gompers Trades School of 
San Francisco, 
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Printers Ask Curb on | 
Substitute Processes 


Closing its annual convention at Fort Worth, 
Texas, last week, the International Typographical 
Union asked the closing of the Government Print- 
ing Office apprentice school at Washington and 
condemned government use of substitute proc- 
esses of printing. 

The convention voted to attempt the final elim- 
ination of the six-day week by January 1, 1942. 

Nearly 80,000 members are to participate in a 
referendum on whether to create a fourth vice- 
presidency, which would increase the executive 
council to six members. 

The proposal of George L. Berry, president of 
the Printing Pressmen’s Union, that the I.T.U. 
join in forming a new printing trades federation, 
was approved. 

Conferences between officials of the I.T.U. and 
the American Newspaper Guild in an effort to 
settle jurisdictional disputes will be continued un- 
der terms of a proposal submitted by Henry J. 
Oettinger of Waukesha, Wis., and Daniel G. Mack 
of Chicago. 

Other proposals adopted were in favor of giving 
local unions in port cities jurisdiction over ships’ 
printers, retaining the 2 per cent pension fund 
assessment until the fund reaches $3,000,000, and 
providing for a national advertising campaign to 
“sell” buyers on the superiority of letter-press 
printing. 


ee 
BAR ON FRENCH STRIKES 
A decree issued by the French ministry of labor 
prohibited workers in national defense factories— 
both men and women—from leaving their posts 
without permission on penalty of five years’ im- 
prisonment. 


————___—_—_ &--____—_ 
NEWS VENDORS MOVE 
News Vendors’ Union No. 20769 announces that 
the offices of the union have been removed to 162 
Leavenworth street. The telephone number is 
Ordway 4171. The former address was 991 Mis- 


sion street. 
See 


Case of Harry Bridges 

The deportation case against Harry Bridges, 
C.I.O. leader, entered its ninth week Monday last 
at Angel Island, with the end apparently not yet 
in sight, 

The mass of testimony taken, mostly of a con- 
tradictory nature, continues to accumulate, and 
the task of Examiner Landis in sifting it will be 
a monumental one, 
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Attempt to Suppress 
John Steinbeck’s Novel 
Causes Much Criticism 


Strong protests against the Associated Farmer 
campaign to censor John Steinbeck’s ‘Grapes of 
Wrath” are being voiced by Californians in all 
parts of the state. 

In statements received by the Simon J. Lubin 
Society, publishers of an earlier Steinbeck migra- 
tory study, “Their Blood Is Strong,” agricultural 
and progressive leaders took a firm stand against 
the censorship. 


Carey McWilliams, director of the State Divi- 
sion of Immigration and Housing, in comment- 
ing on the Kern County library ban and the 
Associated Farmers’ plan to extend the censor- 
skip to all the forty-three agricultural counties, 
named the action a serious interference with free 
speech and free press. 

“The action of Kern County authorities in ban- 
ning ‘Grapes of Wrath’ is a grave reflection on 
the entire public library system in California,” he 
said. “It is also a serious interference with free 
speech and free press. Action of the county 
authorities in yielding to the dictates of the Asso- 
ciated Farmers is clear proof of the type of con- 
trol exercised by this organization in rural coun- 
ties of the state.” 

American Writers Protest 


The League of American Writers also raised 
its voice in protest against the action. In a com- 
munication sent to the Kern County Board of 
Supervisors, the League stated: 

“Facts and figures prove that if anything this 
book is an understatement of what migrants have 
suffered in our rich and abundant valleys. As for 
the accusation of lewdness and profanity, we feel 
that it is a calculated one. Any honest and un- 
prejudiced person will wonder why, when books 
that are actually lewd (as Steinbeck’s is not) find 
their way into the libraries, this splendid and tre- 
mendously successful novel is singled out by you. 

“There is not much difference between banning 
and burning literary masterpieces, is there?” the 
communication asked. ‘We think not, and as writ- 
ers pledged to cultural freedom and democracy we 
register this protest.” 

It was signed by the Northern California 
Branch, League of American Writers. 

Stewart Meigs, president of the State Board of 
Agriculture, spoke from the viewpoint of the 
farmer, and attested tu the accuracy of Steinbeck’s 
material. 


“Steinbeck’s Valuable Service” 


“Reports issued by both state and federal agen- 
cies indicate that ‘Grapes of Wrath’ is essentially 
accurate. Even the Associated Farmers admit that 
a migratory labor problem exists,” he said. 

“Suppression of the facts about the problem 
will only hinder the finding of a solution. Stein- 
beck has performed a valuable service by bringing 
conditions to the attention of the public.” 

“The availability of underpaid migratory work- 
ers has encouraged absentee corporate and specu- 
lative farming to the detriment of owner operators 
of farms,” he said. “I hope to see the day when 
California agriculture will be controlled by farm- 
ers rather than farm corporation stockholders liv- 
ing in San Francisco, New York, and Los An- 
geles.” 

A San Francisco newspaper man, George West, 
accused the Associated Farmers of ignorance and 
stupidity for tke censorship plan. 

“Trying to ban Steinbeck’s book is like trying 
to cure a disease by denying its existence and 
punishing the doctor who has diagnosed it. This 
is a characteristic piece of stupidity by the Asso- 
ciated Farmers, who are a screaming disgrace to 
California. It is the best evidence that ‘Grapes of 


Wrath’ has struck home,” West said. “It demon- | 
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strates again that the Associated Farmers have a 
facist-nazi type of mind and are either ignorant or 
contemptuous of the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights.” 

Ella Winter, writer, and widow of the late Lin- 
coln Steffens, agreed that the banning was an 
attempt to conceal the facts. The way to remove 
the smear from the State of California is to raise 
wages and living conditions, she believed. 

Commenting on these sample opinions, the 
Simon J. Lubin Society declared it would rally 
every possible force in the country to oppose the 
Associated Farmers’ “book-burning.” 

““Uncle Tom’s Cabin’, with which ‘Grapes of 
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Wrath’ has often been compared, received the 
same sort of treatment by the Associated Farm- 
ers of that period,” said Secretary Helen Hosmer, 
“But it was not suppressed, and it served to rally 
wide support for the freedom of the slaves. In 
California the small farmer, as well as the migra- 
tory worker, is in need of help, and suppression of 
information will not solve any problem.” 


RES ee eee 
SHOULD HAVE BEEN ALL RIGHT 
Mr. Newlywed—There’s something wrong with 
this steak, dear. Mrs. Newlywed—There shouldn’t 
be. I did burn it a little, but I rubbed vaseline on 
it right away—‘Humorist.” 
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ADEQUATE WIRING 
for ELECTRILIVING 


Here is a practical common sense way to make sure of good 
wiring in your home. Plan your convenience outlets where 
they will fit in best with your furniture. Are there enough 
outlets to serve the lamps, clocks, radios and other electrical 
appliances we all use in this day of ELECTRILIVING? 
Are these outlets in the right places so that you will not 
have to run long cords along walls? Planning house wiring 
according to furniture arrangement in each room is the 


Trying to get light and 
operate a washer and 
iron from a light socket 
cheats you by causing 
voltage drop. 


Light is dimmer and toaster 
slower if you do this in your 
kitchen. This double plug 
ugly is a robber. 


Down goes electric pres- 
sure when a three-way 
Riva is used. Causes 
ights to go dim or 
blink. 


Avoid the make-shift of double and triple plugs in the home 
you are building or remodeling. Give your electrical con- 
tractor an honest chance to do a complete and adequate 
wiring job. Remember a low price on a wiring job like a 
low price on most anything is not always the best bargain. 


SEE YOUR ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 


Ask him about the 
RED SEAL PLAN of CERTIFIED ADEQUATE WIRING 
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PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRIC COMPANY 


145W-939 


